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TFP 505: Investigative Journalism
Credit:4
Marks: 100

Course lnstructor: Reffat Ferdous
Em ai I : re f fat_fbrdou s(g;du.ac.bd ;

Class hour: Thursday, 9:00 anr-l 2:00;
Consultation hour: l2:00-l.00 prn

Course Objectives: The goal of this course is to improve the student journalist's ability to

thoroughly research, investigate, and report fbr televisiol'l on a variety of topics, includirrg

politics, crime, the tegal system, the environment, health, and business, as well as to be able

to develop and test new ideas before preserrting them in a straightforward, objective

television story forrnat that complies with the standards of accuracy and ob.iectivity. After
cornpletion of the course students rvill have:
o Solid understanding of what investigative reportirrg is and how it differs from other types

of reporting, and the role of an investigative reporter.
o Ability to generate story ideas fbr investigative and in-depth stories.
o Ability to write and present in-depth material in a compelling way, and

o Commitment to accuracy and fair play. Understanding of ethical issues involved in
i nvestigative reporling.

Course Requirements
Attendance - 5oZ

Written Assignment- 1 0%

Mid Term/ Surprise Test- l5%
Practi cal A ssi gn m ent w ith pre se n talion- 20o/o

Final Exam - 50%

Required texts:
I. Gains, William M. (1993); Inye.stigative ReportingJbr Prinl ancl Broadca.r/; London:

Burnham Inc. Pub

2. Metzlel, Ken (l 996); Creative Intervievting; \4/riter.s Guide to Gathering Inforntation by

Asking Que.stions; US: Allyn and Bacon

3. Mollenhoff, Clark R. (1981);lnvestigative Reporting: FromCourt Hou,se to White House,'

UK: Macmillan Pub

4. Sheehan, Paul V (1912): Reporting Writirtg;Ontario: Chilton Pr.rblication

5. Stewart, Charles J. & Cash, William B.(2013); Inrcr"vietving: Princiytle.t ctnd Practices,'
UK: McCraw-Hill Education

6. Williams, PaulN. (1982); Inve,stip;atitte Reporting and Editing; UK: Prentice Hall
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Weekly Schedule

Week One: Introduction to the Course
I . Defi ning Investigative Journal isn.r
2. Assignment planning

Students have to desig, an assignnrent either incrividua,
persons). Each persorr/gloLrp *ir ;;;r-in rhe DU r.r.uirio,ivs,llo,I ri,. il:Xlrr:ffiHil^1the end of the senresler, eaclr- person/group will submit their work. Alongside, students mustpresent their project ideas befbre starti-ng final works.

Week Two: Techniques and process of Investigative Reportingl. Investigative Reports for Electror.,i. M.Ai,

2. Story Analysis

week rhree and !'our: Ethics and the Use of public records for Investigative Reporting

Week Five: The Art of Interview for Broadcast Media

Week Six: Writing lnvestigative lteport lbr J.elevision
) Story Analysis and writi,g invesrigative reports fbr Terevision.

it'r Inve.s,tigative Reporting ancl Erliting

Thinking about it.
Producing the Investigative Story
Illustrating an Investigative Story
The Investigative .lournalist: Talent- Tech n iq ues in Intte,y t i gcrt ive Repo rt i n g

Week Seven and Eight: presenfafion on assignment
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Week Nine to Twelve: Techniques of lnvestigative Reporting for different Newsbeats

Instructor will provide the necessary materials

week rhirteen: Practice of Investigative Journalism in Bangladesh
Rahman, G. (2014). Investigative joumalism in Bangladesh: lts growth and role in social
responsibility. DIU Journal of Huntanities and Social science, volurne 2

Week Fourteen: Assignment Projection, Analysis and Wrap Up
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